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Vermont Conference
216th Annual Meeting
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Castleton State College
FRIDAY – June 3, 2011
3:00 - 6:00
4:00 - 5:30
4:00 - 5:30
4:45 - 5:30

Registration
Board of Directors Meeting
Displays set up
Choir Rehearsal

5:00 - 6:30

Dinner

Glenbrook Gymnasium Lobby
Old Chapel (downstairs)
Fine Arts Center Lobby
Fine Arts Center-Casella Theatre
Huden Dining Hall

PLENARY I
Fine Arts Center
Casella Theatre

7:00

GATHER
PRELUDE

June 3-5, 2011
Castleton State College

Program Booklet

INTROIT

Rev. Anthony Acheson
BY THE RIVERS OF BABYLON

CALL TO WORSHIP

Rev. Doug Carter

In the silence of these moments let us draw near to God.
(a time of silent centering)
Holy One, speak to us words of wisdom.
We are listening.
Holy One, speak to us words of challenge
We are ready.
Holy One, speak to us words of hope.
We are needy.
Holy One, speak to us words of love.
We are eager.
Holy One, speak to us in our silence and in the noise of our lives.
Draw us into you that we may hear your still, small voice
and heed your word.
* Please stand if able

*OPENING HYMN

COME AWAY FROM RUSH AND HURRY

BEACH SPRING

Come away from rush and hurry to the stillness of God’s peace;
From our vain ambition’s worry, come to Christ to find release.
Come away from noise and clamor,
life’s demands and frenzied pace;
Come to join the people gathered here to seek and find God’s face.
In the pastures of God’s goodness we lie down to rest our soul.
From the waters of his mercy we drink deeply, are made whole.
At the table of his presence all his saints are richly fed.
With the oil of his anointing into service we are led.
Come, then, children, with your burdens—
life’s confusions, fears, and pain.
Leave them at the cross of Jesus; take instead his kingdom’s reign.
Bring your thirsts, for he will quench them—
he alone will satisfy.
All our longings find attainment when to self we gladly die.

Used with permission by author, Marva J. Dawn

*OPENING PRAYER
PREPARE
CALL TO ORDER

Ms. Carrie Youngblood, Moderator

WORDS OF WELCOME FOR DIGNITARIES, OFFICERS AND STAFF

Left: We covenant with one another to sustain a congregational culture in
which we will communicate with integrity and mutual respect, and in
which our creative energy – both individual and collective –will be free to
flourish.
Center: We will repeat in our own words what the other has said to confirm
that we have understood them, and ask them to do the same if we feel we
have not been understood.
Right: We will communicate directly with each other, using the first person,
using “I.”
Left: We will try to make our meaning clear and say what we mean and mean
what we say.
Center: We will identify merit in another person’s idea or suggestion before
we identify its deficiencies.
Right: We will be willing to inquire into another person’s reasons and
reasoning.
Left and Right: We will listen to understand, but we don’t necessarily have to
agree.
Center: We will not say outside the meeting what we are unwilling to say
inside the meeting.”
(used by permission; RiverRun Communications.)

ROBERTS RULES AND PARLIMENTARIAN
ELECTION OF SCRIBES
APPROVAL OF LAST YEAR’S MINUTES

COVENANT FOR DIALOGUE
PRACTICING OUR SPIRITUALITY
Leader:“…speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him
who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit
together by every ligament in which it is equipped, as each part is working
properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.”
(Ephesians 4:15-16)
*Please stand if able

“Keeping Unity”

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

Rev. Kevin Goldenbogen
Rev. Mary Abbott

* Please stand if able

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Rev. Mary Abbott

There are so many voices in our lives that clamor for our attention and we
are too often drawn away from you, the Source of our Being. We say with
our words that we want to follow in your way, but the paths of our lives tell
a different story. Forgive us, O God, and turn us around. Unstop our ears
and open our eyes that we might hear and see you abundantly present in
our individual lives and in our life together as congregations and as the
Vermont Conference.

Silent Prayer
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
SUNG RESPONSE

Glory, Glory Hallelujah

NCH 2

Glory, glory hallelujah, since I laid my burdens down.
Glory, glory hallelujah, since I laid my burdens down.

LISTEN
SCRIPTURE
OPENING MESSAGE

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14
“FOR THUS SAYS THE LORD”

Rev. Dr. Ben Guess
Rev. Dr. Ben Guess

You say, “Come to me all you who are weary and are heavy laden and I will
give you rest,” and we respond:
but there is so much to do and so little time to do it all.
Help us to hear your call to us …
Sung Response

You say, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you
are mine.”, and we respond:
“Surely not I, Lord.”
You say, “you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you,” and we
respond:
“Surely not I, Lord.”
You say, “Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the
east, and from the west I will gather you; I will say to the north, “Give them
up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my
daughters from the end of the earth – everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”
“Surely not I, Lord.”
Help us to hear your call to us …
Sung Response

MUSICAL RESPONSE
RESPOND
LITANY

Rev. Dr. Lynn Bujnak

You say you are doing a new thing among us and we respond:
but we have never done it that way before!
You say, “why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your
labor for that which does not satisfy?” and we respond:
but we have always done it that way!
*Please stand if able

Psalm 46:10 – NCH 743
Be still and know that I am God.
Be still and know that I am God.
Be still and know that I am God.

Psalm 46:10 – NCH 743
Be still and know that I am God.
Be still and know that I am God.
Be still and know that I am God.

Hear the summons and call from God who reaches out to you and to me,
calling each one of us to be the individuals that we have been created to be, to
be the gathered people of God called to love and serve in our communities and
world. When we are tempted to be brought down by all that can discourage
and keep us from faithfulness, remember that God has promised that when we
call and pray, we will be heard! When we open our hearts and search for God,
God will be found!
* Please stand if able

Fill us with your Spirit, O God that we might listen and hear, search
and find, and then live into the hope and assurance that only comes
from you.
Sung Response

*HYMN

Psalm 46:10 – NCH 743
Be still and know that I am God.
Be still and know that I am God.
Be still and know that I am God.

Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning

*BENEDICTION

9:30

Rev. Anthony Acheson

Social Time, Snacks, & Entertainment

7:00 – 8:30
7:30 – 8:30
7:15 – 8:30
8:00 – 9:00

Peacemakers’ Breakfast
New Delegate Breakfast and Orientation
Regular Breakfast
Registration

Campus Center

Huden Dining Hall-Atrium
Alumni Dining Room
Huden Dining Hall
Fine Arts Center Lobby

PLENARY II
Fine Arts Center
Casella Theatre

9:00
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Rev. Dr. Lynn Bujnak

POSTLUDE

SATURDAY, June 4, 2011 - Morning

COME AND PREPARE
GATHERING HYMN SING
I Woke Up This Morning
Morning Has Broken
Over My Head
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CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 63 - The Message) Rev. Susie Webster-Toleno
God—you're my God! I can't get enough of you! I've worked up such hunger
and thirst for God, traveling across dry and weary deserts.
So here I am in the place of worship, eyes open,
drinking in your strength and glory.
In your generous love I am really living at last!
My lips brim praises like fountains.
I bless you every time I take a breath;
my arms wave like banners of praise to you.
I eat my fill of prime rib and gravy; I smack my lips.
It's time to shout praises! If I'm sleepless at midnight,
I spend the hours in grateful reflection.
Because you've always stood up for me,
I'm free to run and play. I hold on to you for dear life,
and you hold me steady as a post.

*HYMN

ALL MY HOPE ON GOD IS FOUNDED

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
*Please stand if able

* Please stand if able
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SCRIPTURE
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
*HYMN

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14

Rev. Dr. Ben Guess

SATURDAY June 4, 2011 - Evening

THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU

Rev. Dr. Ben Guess

6:45

COME, TEACH US, SPIRIT OF OUR GOD

PLENARY IV
Fine Arts Center
Casella Theatre
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verse one – soloist; verses 2-5 - all

LISTEN
9:45 WORK OF THE PEOPLE
Ms. Carrie Youngblood, Moderator
Announcements
Speak Outs
State of the Conference
Treasurer’s Report
2012 Budget and Financial Resolutions Motion
10:50 - 12:20 Workshops
10:50 - 12:20 Choir Rehearsal
12:30 - 1:45
12:30 - 1:45

Lunch
CWS Luncheon

2:00 - 3:30

Workshops

Check lobby for schedule and assignments
Fine Arts Center, Casella Theatre

Check lobby for schedule and assignments

7:45 WORSHIP

GATHER
Mr. Brendan Taaffe
Booklet pg 19

GATHERING MUSIC
CALL TO WORSHIP

Mr. Alan Parker

Praise God who is the Holy One, the Creator of all things!
God is doing new things, springing forth around us!
God makes a way for us in the wilderness and rivers in dry land.
God is doing new things, springing forth around us!
God says, “I formed you for myself to be my chosen people.”
that we might declare God’s praise and sing to the Holy One!
Confident in God’s promise, trusting in God’s ways,
let us gather together in worship and praise.

PLENARY III
Fine Arts Center
Casella Theatre

3:45 WORK OF THE PEOPLE
Speak Outs
Proposed Resolutions and Vote
Offering Speakers - CWS & Dillard
Conference Family Celebrations
5:00 – 6:30

BREAK

Huden Dining Hall
Diningroom

SATURDAY June 4, 2011 - Afternoon
3:45

6:45 WORK OF THE PEOPLE
Ms. Carrie Youngblood, Moderator
OCWM & 5 for 5 Recognition
Nominating Committee Report
Ministerial Compensation Report and Vote
Recognition of VAST

Ms. Carrie Youngblood, Moderator

Dinner

*HYMN

Huden Dining Hall

*Please stand if able

NOW LET US ALL, IN HYMNS OF PRAISE

NCH 529
TUNE: ELLACOMBE

Now let us all in hymns of praise, bear witness with one voice
To God's redeeming work in Christ and bid the world rejoice.
Today we call to mind the things that time cannot erode:
* Please stand if able

PROCLAIM

What God, Creator of the world, is doing for our good.
What changes, challenges, and tests the Church of Christ survives!
How rich the records left to us of dedicated lives!
Still must the Church proclaim to all, both now and evermore,
God's house to be an open house, and Christ the open door.
Of all our labors who can say what harvest there shall be
When time, that limits and distorts, becomes eternity?
Then shall our hymns, rehearsed below, be perfect praise above,
As face-to-face, we fully know the truth that God is love.

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

Rev. Rona Kinsley

SERMON

“FOR YOUR WELFARE, NOT YOUR HARM”

OFFERING

Mr. Jim Thomas
Psalm 139 (Wondrously Made)

*HYMN

IN THE MIDST OF NEW DIMENSIONS

BLESSING
POSTLUDE

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you.
Let us share Christ’s peace!

*Please stand if able

Anthony Acheson
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Rev. Dr. Lynn Bujnak

9:00 – 10:00 Contra Dance and Social Time

Alleluia

words and music by

GO OUT

SILENT CONFESSION

*SUNG RESPONSE

Rev. Dr. Ben Guess

Mr. Chris Heintz

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

VT Conference Annual Meeting Choir

Merciful God, we confess that we are too conformed to this world and the
ways of the past. We do not allow your Spirit to transform our minds or
challenge our worldly ways. We have failed to live into the promises we
have made at our baptism to follow in the way of Jesus and to be led by
your Spirit. We have not loved our neighbors or our enemies. We consume
most of the world’s resources without regard for those who beg for food,
shelter, heath care, and justice. Forgive our sin and help us to love
unconditionally as Christ has called us to love that this world may know we
are disciples of the One who gave his life for us and conquered sin and
death forever.

Rev. Dr. Ben Guess

RESPOND

OFFERTORY

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14

SCRIPTURE

Booklet pg 20
* Please stand if able

Kufanana

SUNDAY, June 5, 2011

From UCC—Chikore Mission. I want to be like Jesus.

7:00 - 8:30 Peacemakers Breakfast
7:15- 8:30 Regular Breakfast
8:00 - 9:00 Check-Out
Move out of Room, Browse Displays

1)
2)
3)
4)

Kufanana kufanana kufanana kufanana
Kufanana naJesu kufanana
Ndiani asingadi kufanana...
Ini ndoda kufanana...
Iwe unoda kufanana

Aneni
Aneni ishe wemadzishe
Aneni ishe wekudenga
Anochengeta nyangwe nenherera
Aneni Aneni

GATHERING HYMN SING
Shall We Gather at the River-vss 1 &2
Be Not Dismayed-vss 1 & 2
Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me

He's with me, the Lord of Lords.
He's with me, the King of the Heavens.
He protects even the orphans.
He's with me. He's with me.

Ndi Mwari Wakanaka
From Seke Teacher's College, Chitungwiza. Who has made this possible? God has made
it so.
Ndiani warongasoo! Ndiani waronga kudai
Ndiani waitaizvi! Ndiani waronga kudai
O NdiMwari wakanaka. NdiMwari wakanaka.

Response:
Call:

Ndi Mwari Wakanaka

Vamwe vanotaura taura
Vamwe vano nyeya –nyeya

Response:
Call:
Response:

PLENARY V
Fine Arts Center
Casella Theatre

9:00

COME AND PREPARE

From UCC—Chikore Mission. .

Call:

Huden Dining Hall-Atrium
Huden Dining Hall
Fine Arts Center Lobby

Ivo Varipano
Iwe Uchamira
Wega! Uchamira Wega
*Please stand if able
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WORK OF THE PEOPLE
Ms. Carrie Youngblood, Moderator
Speak Outs
Conference Family Celebrations
Vote on 2012 Budget and Financial Resolutions
Election of Officers, Board and Committee Members

SERVICE OF COMMISSIONING

Ms. Carrie Youngblood, Moderator

THE COMMISSIONING OF THE ELECTED LEADERS
Leader: There are those who have said “YES” to serve on the Vermont Conference
Board of Directors, Departments and Committees – both newly elected and
those continuing in service. As their names are read, I invite each one to rise
in place.
Leader: God has called you by name. We have called you by name.
You have been called to participate in one of the covenantal responsibilities
required to be the church – the living body of Jesus Christ on earth.
Elected Ones: We commit ourselves to serving God through our work together
as the Vermont Conference, its associations, and congregations. We will be
open to the leading of God’s Spirit as we serve in love and faith.
* Please stand if able

THE COMMISSIONING OF ALL
Leader: You have been called to participate in one of the covenantal
responsibilities required to be the church – the living body of Jesus Christ on
earth.
People: We will respond to God’s activity in the world by sharing our time,
talent, energy, and faithfulness in the places where we live and work and
worship. We covenant to pray and to discern the dreams and visions God
has for the Vermont Conference. We are committed to the common life of
our churches – that individually and gathered together our life will be
enriched and enlivened by the love of God and the Good News of Jesus
Christ.
Leader: God invites each one of us to venture out into God’s world, to devote
ourselves to God’s teaching and to commit ourselves to caring for God’s
people. Inspired by the Spirit, God transforms us into God’s people that we
might live and love and be Jesus’ active body in the world.
EVERYONE: Holy God, the privilege is ours to be called to share in your loving,
healing, and reconciling mission and ministry. Since without you we can
do no good thing: may your Spirit make us wise; may your Spirit guide us;
may your Spirit renew us; may your Spirit strengthen us so that we will be
strong in faith; discerning in proclamation; courageous in witness;
persistent in good deeds. Amen.

RESOLUTION OF THANKS

Rev. Kevin Goldenbogen, Moderator

BREAK
10:40 WORSHIP

GATHERING MUSIC
Rev. Mark Pitton

God says: When the time comes,
I will answer the prayers of my people.
*Please stand if able

Based on material from Hope and Renewal in Times of Change: four Exodus liturgies
from Wild Goose Pubications

*HYMN

PRAISE MY SOUL THE GOD OF HEAVEN
Praise, my soul, the God of heaven!
glad of heart your carols raise;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
who, like me, should sing God's praise?
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the Maker all our days.
Praise to God for grace and favor
shown to all who are oppressed.
God shows steadfast love forever,
slow to chide, and swift to bless.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Glorious is God's faithfulness!
Mother-like, God tends and spares us,
knowing well our fragile frame.
Father-like, God gently bears us,
tenderhearted, slow to blame.
Alleluia! Alleluia! All within me praise God’s name!

CLOSING WORSHIP

CALL TO WORSHIP

I will betroth you to myself for ever with integrity and justice,
with tenderness and love.
I will betroth you to myself with faithfulness
and you will come to know me.
I will say: You are my people
and you will answer: You are my God.
For once you were outside mercy but now you have been given mercy.
This is our hope, our living hope and we shall be glad.
Once you were not a people, but now we are God’s people.
Come, people of God, and let us worship together!

Frail as summer’s flower we flourish:
blows the wind, and it is gone.
But while mortals rise and perish,
God’s compassion still lives on.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the high eternal One!
* Please stand if able

Angels, teach us adoration
you who see God face to face;
sun and moon and all creation,
dwellers all in time and space.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace!

glad to be in his missional company.
adapted from “Awed to heaven, rooted in earth” from Awed to Heaven, Rooted in
Earth: Prayers of Walter Brueggemann, p. 85.

SUNG RESPONSE

*OPENING PRAYER

Send out your light, Lord, send your truth to be our guide.
Then let them lead us to the place where you reside.

LITANY

Rev. Tracy Fye Weatherhogg

We are ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven.
We flip off this series of words too readily.
But they are precious words to us
because they tell the whole tale of our life, and we savor them:
ransomed … healed … restored … forgiven.
Made new, made innocent, made possible.
More than that, these words that tell our truth
bind us to you and to your passionate truthfulness.
While the words linger sweetly on our lips,
we are summoned beyond ourselves – as we always are –
summoned to you, in awe and doxology, and exuberance.

SUNG RESPONSE

SEND OUT YOUR LIGHT

SEND OUT YOUR LIGHT

Send out your light, Lord, send your truth to be our guide.
Then let them lead us to the place where you reside.
In the middle of our praise which causes us to float very light, we are jarred
and sobered:
Dwellers all in time and space …
in time …
in place …
That is how it is when we praise you. We join the angels in praise and we
keep our feet in time and place … awed to heaven, rooted in earth. We are
daily stretched between communion with you and our bodied lives, spent but
alive, summoned and cherished but stretched between. And we are
reminded that before us there has been this One truly divine, at ease with the
angels, truly human, a dweller of time and space. We are thankful for him and
*Please stand if able

SILENT REFLECTION
WORDS OF GRACE
… and God’s people respond:
Thanks be to God!

LISTEN
SCRIPTURE

I Peter 2:1-10

CLOSING MESSAGE
ANTHEM

Rev. Dr. Ben Guess
Rev. Dr. Ben Guess

Around His Table

words by Carlton C. Buck;
VT Conference Annual Meeting Choir music by Judy Hunnicutt

RESPOND
SERVICE OF COMMUNION

Rev. Dr. Lynn Bujnak & Rev. Pamela Lucas

INVITATION TO COMMUNION AND PROCESSION OF CANDLES

This is the joyful feast of the people of God!
Men, women, and children will come from the North:
Champlain and Northeast and Washington Associations;
… and from the South:
* Please stand if able

Windham-Union and Southwest Associations;
… and from the East:
Grafton-Orange and Windsor-Orange Associations:
… and from the West:
Addison Association …
and beyond to sit at table with Jesus our host because this table is
for anyone and everyone who wishes to know the presence of Christ
and to share in the community of God’s people.
So come to this table:
you who have much faith,
and you who would like to have more;
you who have been to this table often,
and you who have not been for a long time;
you who have tried to follow Jesus,
and you who have failed.
Come, for it is Christ who invites us to meet him here.

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

GOING FORTH
*HYMN

STRENGTHEN ALL THE WEARY HANDS

*BENEDICTION
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Rev. Dr. Lynn Bujnak

For all that God can do within us, for all that God can do without us,
thanks be to God!
For all in whom Christ lived before us,
for all in whom Christ lives beside us,
thanks be to God!
For all the Spirit wants to bring us,
for where the Spirit wants to send us,
thanks be to God!
Listen, Christ has promised
to be with us in the world as in our worship.
Thanks be to God!
Let us go to meet him!

BENEDICTION RESPONSE

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE SHARING OF ELEMENTS
(gluten free bread available)

12:15 - 1:30 Lunch
12:30 Board of Directors Meeting

Huden Dining Hall
Alumni Dining Room

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy God, in gratitude, deep gratitude for this moment, this meal, these
people, we give ourselves to you. Take us out to live as changed people
because we have shared the living bread and cannot remain the same. Ask
much of us, expect much from us, enable much by us, encourage many
through us. Send us out, O God, with tenderheartedness to touch an
ordinary everyday world with the promise of your holiness. Amen.

*Please stand if able

* Please stand if able

Abundant thanks to:
The Annual Meeting Planning Committee: Rev. Susie Webster-Toleno, Chair, Ms. Carrie
Youngblood, Moderator, Rev. Kevin Goldenbogen, Vice-Moderator, Rev. Carra Bradt, Rev.
John Weatherhogg, Rev. Anthony Acheson, Mr. Hal Drury, Mr. Ned Davis, Rev. Kathy Clark,
Rev. Abby Gackenheimer, Rev. Dereen Vanderlinde-Abernathy, Registrar, Ms. Lynn Thomas,
Staff Rep. and Rev. Lynn Bujnak, Conference Minister
… for their many long hours spent in preparing for this year’s gathering.

Notes Page

The Worship Planning team: The Rev. Carra Bradt, Chair; Mr. Ned Davis, stage settings; Rev.
Anthony Acheson, music; Rev. Tracy Weatherhogg, liturgy; … for the creation of this year's
worship celebrations that frame our time together.
Mr. Brendan Taaffe… for his ministry of music!
Our keynote speaker, the Reverend J. Bennett Guess… for his leadership and inspiration.
For our UCC National Staff: Rev. Loey Powell and Rev. Sala Nolan… for sharing their
incredible knowledge with us!
Ms. Anne Collins for being the photographer for the weekend.
Rev. Rona Kinsley and Rev. Cordelia Burpee for serving as our Chaplains.
Dr. Lynn Wickberg and Ms. Jean Daly for being our Scribes.
Ms. Carlie Murray for serving as our nurse.
Ms. Amy Pitton for working with our youth.
Mr. Mark Pitton for baking our communion breads.
Music
Used by permission, New Century Hymnal - Copyright @2011 CCLI license #867967

*Please stand if able

* Please stand if able

The Stage Display
The stage display is an interpretation of Jeremiah 29: 11-14, the conference theme
scriptures. The Friday evening display opens with forty candles placed at random
throughout the stage area. This random scattering represents the nations and places
where God had driven his people, Jeremiah 29:14.
Saturday morning opens with the candles being drawn closer together representing
Jeremiah 29:14, “I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.”
For Saturday evening a large heart takes form on stage representing the love of God
for his people; Jeremiah 29:12, “Then when you call upon me and come and pray to
me, I will hear you. 13 When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with
all your heart. 14. I will let you find me.”
The stage display slightly changes for the Sunday morning Communion service:
Jeremiah 29:11, “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”
The heart remains but candles now flank each side of the Communion table
representing God’s hands offering the Communion table – a future of hope.
In the procession of candles a representative of each association will bring forth a
candle to be placed on the Communion table. The used, vintage pillar candles in
various shades of ivory represent the welcoming and returns of all people to the
Communion table.
The stage display was designed and created by Mr. Ned Davis, Minister of Liturgical
Floral Design.

*Please stand if able

