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Welcome to E-Kit! Charri

Vermont Conference

November 21, 2018
The Conference Office will be closed for the Thanksgiving
holiday beginning at noon on Wednesday Nov. 21. The
office will re-open on Tuesday November 27th at 8:30AM. If
you need assistance with an urgent or emergency
situation, I can be reached.
May our hearts, lives and actions be filled with
Thanksgiving!
Lynn
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A CALL TO PAY ATTENTION!
When I heard of the solid trust our churches have in the Master Jesus and their
outpouring of love to all the followers of Jesus, I couldn't stop thanking God for them
On this day before Thanksgiving, your Vermont Conference staff gives thanksgiving
to God for all of our Associations and churches - pastors, members and friends,
young and old, men and women, rich and poor, big and small But we do more than thank. We ask - ask the God of our Master, Jesus Christ, the God
of glory - to make us intelligent and discerning in knowing him personally, our eyes
focused and clear, so that we can see exactly what it is he is calling us to do,
In this week that culminates with the end of the church year - The Reign of Christ
Sunday - your Vermont Conference staff is aware that we all standing at the
edge...of...what? While all the world around us has been changing at an ever
accelerating pace - the church has been clinging tightly to its past while accusing the
world's changes for killing the church that was.
To grasp the immensity of this glorious way of life he has for his followers, oh, the
utter extravagance of his work in us who trust him - endless energy, boundless
strength!
This energy issues from Christ:
Your Vermont Conference staff is praying that we will all turn away from the past and
look around. To what is Jesus calling us to be? Whom is Jesus calling us to see and
hear? We are standing at the edge...of...possibility!
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The worldly changes have not brought peace - or justice - to nations or people. Too
many still seek their daily bread and bed - daily. Poverty still sets traps that kill hope
for the future of the world's children. Power and greed still corrupt. 'Isms still divide
and destroy God's human community.
God raised Christ from death and set him on a throne in deep heaven, in charge of
running the universe, everything from galaxies to governments, no name and no
power exempt from his rule. And not just for the time being, bur forever. At the center
of all this, Christ rules the church.
Your Vermont Conference staff is paying attention to this edge of possibility.
Just maybe this standing at the edge of a world running in circles - speeding
somewhere and getting nowhere of eternal significance Now is the time to pay close
attention to this Reign of the Christ who invites us - the church - to fill this world with
what really matters and has always mattered - even in the midst of unceasing
change The church must ever be at work for and living without ceasing to build the kingdom
of God on earth.
The church is not peripheral to the world. The world is peripheral to the church. The
church is Christ's body, in which he speaks and acts, by which he fills everything
with his presence. (Ephesians 1:15-23, adapted, The Message)
Pam

CELEBRATION OF PAM LUCAS
NINETEEN YEARS OF MINISTRY
TO AND WITH
THE VERMONT CONFERENCE, UCC
WHEN
December 1, 2018
WHERE
United Church of Bethel
129 Church St Bethel, VT
TIME
1:00-3:00PM
We hope to see you there!!
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1131639781322&format=html&print=true

3/18

11/26/2018

A Call to Pay Attention

BE THE CHURCH
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BECOME A FRIEND OF THE VERMONT
CONFERENCE
Here...
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VT CONFERENCE
NEWS
I am writing this just a couple of weeks after the terrible massacre at the Tree
of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh. I was deeply moved by the large vigil that
gathered on the steps of our church soon after, attended by perhaps a dozen
of our Jewish brothers and sisters, who expressed their deep appreciation of
the community's support. It was a time of necessary mourning and profound
grief.
I write today, though, to stress that every single day, in our country, there are
far more than eleven lives lost to gun violence and/or gun accidents, for this
sad reality is not on most of our "radar screens".
This was highlighted for me by a recent article from the Valley News, shared
with our Task Force, about one aspect of this day-in-day-out reality. It was an
article by Lindsey Tanner, an Associated Press medical writer, regarding a
study about gunshots and children. A first-of-its-kind study, it noted that over
nine years, 75,000 children and teens went to emergency rooms for gun
injuries, at a cost of almost three billion dollars. Of those, more than 6 %
died. Surprisingly that figure does NOT include those who were killed or
injured, but never reached the hospital. (This study was an analysis of
estimated emergency department visits in a national database, created by the
U.S. government's Agency on Healthcare Research and Quality.)
Of the gun injuries reported, half were from assaults, nearly 40% unintentional,
and two percent were suicides.
Pressure from the gun lobby has limited U.S. government funding for research
on this issue, according to Dr. Denise Dowd, an ER physician at Children's
Mercy Hospital in Kansas City. This is indeed unfortunate, for, as Dr. Robert
Sege, co-author of an American Academy of Pediatrics gun injuries policy, and
a Tufts University professor of medicine, has said, "It's extraordinarily sad,
because these children grow up in fear and it affects their ability to feel safe
and comfortable at home or in school; it has an enormous ripple effect on
child development."
As we seek to move forward to protect citizens' right to bear arms and as well
to propose reasonable legislation of these arms, hopefully we can bring
attention to the reality that gun violence in our nation has become a public
health issue.
An article about this study can be found
at https://hub.jhu.edu/2018/10/29/health-care-costs-gunshot-wounds-inchildren/.
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Betty Edson

CONGRATULATIONS!!!
Nancy is a UCC pastor living in Burlington. We offer our congratulations for
her novel being chosen as Vermont Book of the Month and you are invited
to attend the reading.
Dear Upper Valley friends,
I am honored that Bill Schubart picked my novel Wild Mountain as the
Vermont Book of the Month for November on his News from Magic
Hill periodical.*
Please join me and poet April Ossmann for a reading and book sale at the
historic synagogue, Congregation haMaqom, 168 Archibald St, Burlington,
on Dec. 2nd at 4:00PM.
Let me know if you can make it to the reading, but if you can't, spread the
word and consider Wild Mountain for a Christmas/holiday present - or for
yourself. I'm told it's a cozy but intelligent read!
I'd love to hear from you.
With warm holiday greetings,
Nancy

HURRICANE RELIEF DONATION CHECKS
SHOULD BE SENT TO:
ATTN: Financial Services
United Church of Christ
700 Prospect Ave. 6th Floor
Cleveland, OH 44115
or
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1131639781322&format=html&print=true
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Church World Services
P.O. Box 968
Elkhart, IN 46515
Thank you!

It's Never Too Early To Start Planning......
Before you know it, it is going to be the end of the fiscal year
at the Conference. Please review your 5 for 5, please review your OCWM, et el.
Please try to keep in mind we have deadlines here at the Conference and
deadlines to meet for the National Offices.
You need to submit your payments before December 20, 2018.

Dear Friends,
Beginning in February 2019, Rolling Ridge will offer Gateways to God: Training
in Missional Spiritual Direction. Over the course of two years, participants
gather with others who sense a call to listen deeply for and respond faithfully
to the ways the Spirit is moving in their own lives, in their faith communities
and in their neighborhoods. The program is not only for those who desire to
be spiritual directors, but for anyone committed to strengthening their
personal spiritual practices and developing skills to be more present to others
in their ministry.
During six 4-day residential retreats at the Ridge, the community (lay and
clergy) engages in learning and reflection that deepens their knowledge and
experience of the ministries of spiritual direction, congregational formation
and a missional, listening presence in the world. Large group learning
sessions are guided by Dr. Heidi Miller, a spiritual director and Director of the
Neighborhood Seminary at Duke Divinity School. She will introduce people to
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1131639781322&format=html&print=true
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the riches of the Christian contemplative tradition, to ways of listening to
others in deep and purposeful ways, and to means of discerning God's call to
them and to their community as they seek to serve faithfully in the midst of a
changing church and cultural landscape. People also engage in small
supervision groups, where they put into practice what they are learning.
Here is how past participants describe their experience.
"My experience in Gateways has cared for my spiritual formation in so many
ways... most profoundly in working with my own spiritual director, and
through the connection and support of my small group and supervisor. We
developed deep trust and openness with one another as we returned retreat
after retreat, to learn, grow, worship together and support each other
spiritually."
"Gateways has made a profound shift in my spiritual formation, from knowing
about God, and attempting diligence in Scripture reading, prayer and
intercession ... to coming to know the Beloved Healer, and turning the corner
to deeper knowing and connection with the Giver of Life."
"A miraculous, gentle, loving transformation has transpired. God has become
the primary source of loving energy in my life. Gateways to God has given
me the faith needed to trust, to listen and to respond to my call to establish a
sober house in my community."
If you feel drawn to being part of this learning community, take a look at
the Gateways to God brochure, and consider applying. For more information
about Gateways please check our website. If you would like to talk with
someone about the program or your own discernment, email Rev. Beth
Garnaas-Holmes, Gateways Director, at GatewaystoGod@rollingridge.org to
set up a time to visit. Early application deadline is November 15. Applications
will be accepted until January 15, or until the class fills.
If you have already been trained in spiritual direction and would like to explore
Advanced Training in Missional Spiritual Direction or in Supervision of
Spiritual Directors, see the brochure for Gateways to God Advanced. This is a
10-month program offered in 2019.
In God's peace,
Beth Garnaas-Holmes
Gateways to God Director

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Grafton Orange Sullivan Association
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The 2018 Fall meeting of the Grafton Orange Sullivan Association
will be held at the Thetford Hill Church, Route 113 in Thetford Hill,
Vermont, on November 25th at 2 PM.
Stay tuned for more information, and thank you Pastor Robin
Junker-Boyce and the First Congregational Church of Thetford for
hosting this event!

Continuing Education

Theological Education for a Changing World

http://www.voicesonstewardship.com

UCC NEWS
2019 Pension Board Insurance Rates
Click here for individual 2019 Pension Board Rate Assessment
Click Here...
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1131639781322&format=html&print=true

9/18

11/26/2018

A Call to Pay Attention

To see the PBUCC Explanation Letter and Rate Charts for 2019 Pension
Board Rates Click Here...

Church World Service
We've shipped over $2 MILLION in warm blankets and cleaning,
hygiene and school supplies to families hit by Hurricane Florence
and Hurricane Michael.
To everyone who assembled CWS Kits, supported the CWS
Blankets program or donated to our relief effort: thank you
If you want to learn more about the support CWS is providing
victims in North Carolina and Florida click here:
https://cwsglobal.org/2018hurricanes/
Thanks,
Adam

Adam Smedberg
Community & Congregational Engagement Specialist
Church World Service
PO Box 749
West Springfield, MA 01090
Phone: 413-279-4039
Skype: asmedbergcws
Email: asmedberg@cwsglobal.org
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1131639781322&format=html&print=true
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UCC NEWSFEED
Hot off the presses, new UCC Manual on Ministry fits the newest generation
called to serve
The 2018 edition is designed to lay the groundwork for the next generation of
ministerial leadership in the United Church of Christ.
Cleveland UCC church hosts vigil for mother killed by car thieves
A small United Church of Christ congregation in Cleveland hosted a vigil
Monday night for a young mother tragically killed by a carjacker in in the
church parking lot in front of her family.
Two UCC CHHSM ministries find unique ways to express thankfulness
At this time of year, how do you count your blessings and express your
thanks? At two UCC Council for Health and Human Service communities, they
use leaves.
Commentary: We Need a Caravan of Compassion
I am deeply troubled by the continued escalation and racist rhetoric against
Central American migrants and others heading towards our border.
For UCC youth ministry, the future is now
A fall gathering, a Lenten devotional, and planning for a 2020 National Youth
Event - current initiatives adding new life to Youth Ministry in the UCC.

Weekly Seeds
Focus Scripture: John 18:33-37

John Steinbeck, 20th century
"Power does not corrupt. Fear corrupts...perhaps the fear of a loss of power."
Mahatma Gandhi, 20th century
"Power is of two kinds. One is obtained by the fear of punishment and the
other by acts of love. Power based on love is a thousand times more effective
and permanent than the one derived from fear of punishment."
Stephen Vincent Benét, 20th century
"We thought, because we had power, we had wisdom."
William E. Gladstone, 19th century
"We look forward to the time when the Power of Love will replace the Love of
Power. Then will our world know the blessings of peace."

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1131639781322&format=html&print=true
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Amy Tan, 20th century
"You see what power is--holding someone else's fear in your hand and
showing it to them!"
C.S. Lewis (referring to Aslan, the Lion, in The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe), 20th century
"He's not safe, but he's good."

Original worship resources for local churches...because Sunday's
coming.

DINNERS AND SOCIAL SERVICE
OPPORTUNITIES

Community Suppers
Every Friday, 6 pm at the United Church of South Royalton

Bradford Congregational Church
The Community Suppers are the
4th THURSDAY of each month

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1131639781322&format=html&print=true
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Pot Luck and Hymn Sing - third Tuesday of every month, 6:pm, at the Roxbury
Union Congregational Church.

Essex Eats Out Community Dinners Continue... 1st Friday of Every
Month
www.essexeatsout.org
United Church of Underhill hosts community dinners on the
second Thursday of each month from 5:00-6:30 pm

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Alternative Gift Fair in Dorset
The Dorset Church will hold its annual Alternative Gift Fair on Saturday,
November 24 from 9-2 and on Sunday, November 25 from 11-1. We feature Fair
Trade items from SERRV, Intl. You can choose from a variety of ceramics from
Viet Nam, Cameroon, & the West Bank; baskets from Uganda, Swaziland, &
Ghana; onyx items from Pakistan; puzzle boxes from India; jewelry from Peru,
Nepal & Indonesia; Fair Trade chocolate bars (pink Himalayan sea salt!);
spices from South Africa (rainbow peppercorns!); unique holiday decorations;
and much! much! more! We also feature crafts from the Church Fellowship
and an opportunity to give a gift to Heifer International, Habitat for Humanity or
the Asian Rural Institute in someone's name.
Come check us out! If you have to miss these dates, the SERRV counter will
be open the first three Sundays of December following the church service,
around 11 AM. Any questions, call Derry Dickinson 867-5976.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
All are warmly welcome to join in our annual MESSIAH SING accompanied by
a professional chamber orchestra and featuring vocal soloists Sarah Cullins,
Linda Radtke, Joshua Collier and Erik Kroncke.
No tickets needed, freewill offering accepted.
Sunday, December 2nd at 10am
Charlotte Congregational Church
403 Church Hill Road
Charlotte, VT 05445
~~~~~~~~~~~~
HOLD THE DATE! DORSET COMMUNITY TREE LIGHTING, POT-LUCK
SUPPER ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5th AT 5:00 PM AT THE DORSET
GREEN.
CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING On Wednesday, December 5th at 5:00
PM tradition dictates that we gather on the Town Green for our Annual
Community Tree Lighting & Caroling. We'll all begin at the Christmas tree on
the Dorset Green for a Christmas Carol Sing-a-long [we have printed carol
books--Bring a flashlight Directly after we will head over to the church for a
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1131639781322&format=html&print=true
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Chili and Soup Potluck. Please bring a pot of your favorite chili, soup or salad
to share. We'll provide the bread & drinks. Please call the office at 867-2260
with questions or email dorsetchurch@gmail.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
On Saturday, December 15th, fuel up for your holiday shopping with a Holiday
Breakfast from 8:30 to 10:30 at the Shoreham Congregational Church, 28
School Road, Shoreham, VT. Blueberry Pancakes, French Toast, Sausages,
Home Fries, Egg Dishes, and Beverages will get you off to a great start for the
day. The cost is still only $8 for adults, $4 for children under 12, and $20 for
families.
The 2018 Shoreham Memory Tree is being organized by the Shoreham
Congregational Church this year.
If you would like a loved one remembered on the tree, please send their name
and 3 dollars (cash or check) for each name to:
Shoreham Congregational Church
PO Box 177
Shoreham, VT 05770
Checks should be made payable to Shoreham Congregational Church, with
Memory Tree in the memo.
For Inquiries please email tom.charbonneau@gmail.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Open Positions - UCC National Offices
See posting here...

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1131639781322&format=html&print=true

14/18

11/26/2018

A Call to Pay Attention

VERMONT OUTDOOR MINISTRIES
Reflections from "Horton Center Goes to Vermont"
July 29-August 3, 2018 - Rock Point Camp, Burlington,
Vermont
Rev. Katelyn Macrae
"We are walking in the light of God, we are walking in the
light of God..."
We had an awesome week at Horton Center goes to Vermont!
I may be too close to coming off the combination of
exhaustion, exhilaration and enthusiasm that I experienced
at camp to have profound theological reflections about how
this past week helped our campers experience God's love
and joy in creation, or how the adults who volunteered their
time, energy and patience, were amazed by the holy wisdom
"from the mouths of babes" read more here...

WHAT CAN CHURCHES DO TO PROMOTE CAMP?
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1131639781322&format=html&print=true
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Promote camp in your bulletins and newsletters & hand out the brochures
Invite campers that have been to camp share stories in worship.
Support our VT OM program & Camper Scholarships with a Special Offering on a
Sunday
Someone from Outdoor Ministries can come to your church to talk about camp with the
children or share a sermon about Outdoor Ministries
Let campers know there is scholarship money available
Check out the website at www.hortoncenter.org

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

SAVE THE DATES
ONLINE
UCC History, Theology and Polity Course
Jan/Feb 2019
A UCC History, Theology and Polity Course that meets the requirements
as set forth by the UCC Polity Teacher's Network will be offered online in
Jan/Feb 2019. The instructor will be Rev. David Gaewski, Conference
Minister of the New York Conference, UCC. Classes will begin at
9:30am and end at 3:30pm on the following dates: Jan 19, 26, Feb 2, 9.
The platform utilized will be Zoom Video Conferencing (zoom.us) The
tuition will be $495. For more information click here...

~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Save the Date
April 30th - May 2nd 2019
Pilgrim Pines, Swanzey, NH
Welcoming Keynote: Rev. Traci Smith
Author of Seamless Faith and Faithful Families
Check out Traci's website
www.traci-smith.com
Join Rev. Traci Smith as she guides those gathered - Christian educators, pastors,
parents, and children's ministry leaders through effective ways to encourage the
spiritual lives of families. Leave with a copy of Traci's book,Faithful Families,
practical tips and ideas for developing age appropriate faith practices, fostering rich
worship experiences for all ages, and nurturing sacred space even in busy times.
Open to everyone who is interested in learning child-centered ministry practices.
Focus scripture: 1 Corinthians 3
Registration information coming soon!

We hope you enjoy E-Kit! We welcome submissions for the weekly E-Kit. Please
submit your submission by Tuesday of each week! We will be running all events
and news in this weekly E-Kit.

robinsonc@vtcucc.org
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Know someone who might enjoy this email? Share it with them.
Did someone share this email with you? Sign up to receive more of our
emails. Visit our Website

http://www.vtc.org

Vermont Conference, UCC | 802-728-4999

VTConference@vtcucc.org | http://www.vtcucc.org

Vermont Conference, UCC, 36 N Main St, Randolph, VT 05060
SafeUnsubscribe™ {recipient's email}
Forward this email | Update Profile | About our service provider
Sent by robinsonc@vtcucc.org in collaboration with

Try it free today
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