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Storms Of Life

Welcome to E-Kit! Charri

Vermont Conference

February 6, 2019
Dear Beloved Community of the Vermont Conference,
A week ago today I started out for an evening meeting in Waitsfield. The sky
was just settling in for the night. I was thinking about the beauty of our snowy
state and how much I love living here. As I turned onto I89, I could see snow
falling in the distant mountains. And then, all of a sudden, I was engulfed in a
snow storm.The snow was falling heavily and a wind had picked up to add
blowing snow to what was falling from the
sky. I couldn't see. I joined the slow creep
of cars down the highway. For a while I
only knew I was still on the road when my
tires would stray to the warning bumps at
road's edge. I got off the highway and
crawled my way towards 100b only to miss
the turn and end up in someone's
unplowed driveway. Some kind soul stopped in the road so I could use their
lights to see the road and return to it. That was it for me; I never made it to the
meeting.
This experience got me thinking about how we survive the storms of life,
because they surely come and often with little to no warning. Here's what I
thought.
It's important to stick together and not try to navigate the way forward by
ourselves.
If we can't see for the swirling maelstrom surrounding us, we can listen
for the clues that let us know when we are straying from the path.
Sometimes we simply need to stop. To wait for the storm to pass and not
attempt to keep going when the way is unclear or unsafe.
Unlooked-for kindness often comes to our aid.
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These simple things seemed to me to be infused with a sacred presence and
wisdom. A way of being present in the moment. When the circumstances of
life knock us off our course, we are not alone. What do you look to in the
storms of your life?
In peace,
Lynn

Here...
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Important Dates for Churches
UCC Yearbook and Data Hub
The UCC Data Hub is open for the annual Yearbook information upload by local churches.
What is the UCC Yearbook and Data Hub? Read on to learn more...
What is the UCC Yearbook?
The Yearbook is the annual collection and publication of the nuts and bolts of the United
Church of Christ. It lists all of its ministries from the local church on up to the national setting
as well as the demographics and all authorized ministers. In addition, the financial
information provided by local churches, associations and conferences helps to inform the
UCC in its annual filings with the federal government to meet the requirements to keep the
UCC's nonprofit status.
What is the UCC Data Hub?
The Data Hub is the national database in which all personnel, church and financial
information is held. For much of the year, only one person on the Vermont Conference staff
has access to the Data Hub. This is to ensure a single point of contact for any changes to
the Conference's churches, ministers and financial information. However...
..once per year (January through mid-March) the Data Hub is opened to the local
churches to enter their demographic, ministerial and financial data. That time is now!
How do we enter this information?
The UCC has provided instructions in the data to be collected as well as how to
access the Data Hub here:
http://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/Church-Instructions.pdf
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Tita Supporters Update
Dear Tita Supporters: After what seems like forever to me, I have concrete
information from Tita and the IEUPR (our sister denomination) regarding Tita's
project. I've copied Tita's email setting out the start date and the hoped for ending
month. The contractor is a man that Judy and I worked with in Puerto Rico and he
is very reliable and experienced. I know that part of the "delay" in getting started
was a contractor bidding process the IEUPR insisted upon. The process wound up
with Ricky which is a good thing.
As I get more information, I will pass it on. I just have to remember that my
concept of a "reasonabe time" is not universally adhered to or accepted.
Peace and thank you, Doug

Dear Friends & Colleagues,
At last year's Annual Meeting, we unanimously passed a resolution calling for
deeper engagement and bold action with regard to addressing climate
change.
The text of the resolution can be found at the following link:
http://vtcucc.org/mt-content/uploads/2018/12/2018-yearbook-vtconference_5c1bd018d38a8.pdf
The Conference Department of Missions, the sponsoring body of the
resolution, would like to hear from any of you who may have implemented
responses to this resolution; i.e. conversations in your churches, bible
studies, workshops, preaching, local actions, changes in church practices,
etc.
Please send your responses and comments to the Chair, Bert Marshall,
at bermarsh@msn.com
Thank you! Looking forward to seeing everyone at this year's Annual Meeting.
Peace,
Bert
Rev. Bert Marshall
Interim Minister
Barre Congregational Church UCC
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Need to energize and revitalize your church's strategies for faithful generosity? Does
your church find it hard to talk about money? UCC Church Building & Loan Fund
would like to make you aware of the Ecumenical Stewardship Center's (ESC)
"Generosity transformed! your mission*your ministry*your money Conference, April
30 - May 3, 2019 in Indianapolis. For complete conference information and to register,
visit ESCs website.
UCC Church Building & Loan Fund can help your church with stewardship and much
more! For more information, contact Jill White, Regional Mission Interpreter,
whitej@ucc.org.

Peacemaker's Pulpit
By Sally May
How many have thought or said that protesting is okay as long as it is peaceful? That
violence cannot happen in our quest for peace? How many of us think of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s civil rights movement as peaceful? Yet, Dr. King was
assassinated for his peaceful protests.
Do you remember seeing the photos of black citizens peacefully protesting being fire
hosed by civil authorities? Or civil rights activists murdered: James Chaney, Andrew
Goodman, Michael Schwermer? Young children murdered and maimed in the
bombing of 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama?
Do you remember Charlottesville, VA, August 2017?
Other acts of violence towards people seeking peace: Kent State, Harvey Milk,
Mahatma Ghandi to name a few?
Our Jesus Christ?

Read More Here......

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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BE THE CHURCH
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

DISASTER RELIEF DONATION CHECKS
SHOULD BE SENT TO:
ATTN: Financial Services
United Church of Christ
700 Prospect Ave. 6th Floor
Cleveland, OH 44115
or
Church World Service
P.O. Box 968
Elkhart, IN 46515
Thank you!

A Night of Jazz to Benefit the United Church of Northfield
Pianist Daniel Bruce, along with special guests Ronald White on bass and Andy
Gagnon on drums, will present an evening of jazz to benefit the United Church of
Northfield on Saturday, February 16th, at 7:00 pm.
A professional pianist and founding music director of the Burlington Civic
Symphony, Bruce is also music director for the church and has taught music for
thirty years. He has performed in many diverse genres - from classical to gospel,
jazz, pop, and Broadway, and in venues ranging from concert halls to intimate
cafes and nightclubs. Refreshments in Howe's Hall will follow the evening of
traditional jazz.
Admission by donation ($15 is suggested). There will also be a food collection for
the CERV Food Shelf. They are in need of tuna, cereals, soups, diapers, and peanut
butter. For more information call 802 485-8347.
The United Church of Northfield is located at 58 South Main Street in Northfield,
Vermont.
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DISASTER RELIEF DONATION CHECKS
SHOULD BE SENT TO:
ATTN: Financial Services
United Church of Christ
700 Prospect Ave. 6th Floor
Cleveland, OH 44115
or
Church World Service
P.O. Box 968
Elkhart, IN 46515
Thank you!

Continuing Education
Theological Education for a Changing World

http://www.voicesonstewardship.com

UCC NEWS
Service of farewell celebrates MillerShank's ministry
The National Officers of the United Church of Christ joined Local Church Ministries' MESA
Team in offering a sacramental sendoff for the Rev. Holly MillerShank, who has left her
position as MESA team leader to continue her ministry in the local church.
Commentary: Recovery as Discipleship
I could hear the distress in her voice.
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UCC, other religious organizations challenge constitutionality of Bladensburg Cross
The United Church of Christ General Synod is joining five other religious organizations
challenging the constitutionality of a 40-foot cross displayed on government land in a case
that will be heard by the United States Supreme Court this month.
New Hampshire congregation fills a tent for homeless neighbors
As the Polar Vortex brings Artic air and frigid, dangerously cold temperatures into the
Midwest and up into New England, a New Hampshire congregation is showing love to
neighbors affected by the weather in a number of different ways.

WEEKLY SEEDS
Focus Scripture: Luke 5:1-11
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 20th century
"Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ."
Soren Kierkegaard, 19th century
"Christ did not appoint professors, but followers. If Christianity (precisely because it is not a
doctrine) is not reduplicated in the life of the person expounding it, then he does not expound
Christianity, for Christianity is a message about living and can only be expounded by being
realized in men's lives."
Richard McBrien, 21st century
"The big issue is how do you heal a world which sees net worth and the gathering of creature
comforts and powers and possessions as the norm of happiness?"
Mahatma Gandhi, 20th century
"In a gentle way, you can shake the world."
Antoine de Saint-Exupery, 20th century
"If you want to build a ship, don't herd people together to collect wood and don't assign them
tasks and work, but rather teach them to long for the endless immensity of the sea."
Madeleine L'Engle, 20th century
"We do not draw people to Christ by loudly discrediting what they believe, by telling them
how wrong they are and how right we are, but by showing them a light that is so lovely that
they want with all their hearts to know the source of it."
Henri Nouwen, 20th century
"Knowing the heart of Jesus and loving him are the same thing....The mystery of ministry is
that we have been chosen to make our own limited and very conditional love the gateway for
the unlimited and unconditional love of God."
Parker Palmer, In the Company of Strangers, 20th century
"In my view, the mission of the church is not to enlarge its membership, not to bring
outsiders to accept its terms, but simply to love the world in every possible way--to love the
world as God did and does."
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Tony Campolo, 21st century
"I don't know how your theology works, but if Jesus has a choice between stained glass
windows and feeding starving kids in Haiti, I have a feeling he'd choose the starving kids in
Haiti."
Killian Noe, 21st century
"I became aware of a need in me to deny that the poor could possibly feel the pain and
indignities of their lives in the same way I would if I were in their circumstances. I realized
that this denial in me is an illusion, a defense mechanism. For to face squarely that their pain
is as profound as mine would be in those same circumstances would break my heart in two.
The time has come and is well overdue to let go and let our hearts break, for fuller capacity to
love grows out of broken hearts."

2019 Pension Board Insurance Rates
Click here for individual 2019 Pension Board Rate Assessment
Click Here...
To see the PBUCC Explanation Letter and Rate Charts for 2019 Pension Board Rates
Click Here...

United Church of Christ
GENERAL SYNOD 32
June 21st - 25th, 2019

Read more here!

Church World Service
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New stoves for a school in northern Vietnam
Hoang Thi Vien and Quan Thi Tham have a big job ahead of them every day: cooking two
meals for more than 200 students!
The women work at the Hoa Trung primary school, which is a boarding school for ethnic
minority children who travel to a central village for school. The students live in remote
mountain villages, where only some parents see the value in making sure their children get
an education.
"It's not an easy job to cook for 210 students every day," Vien says. "Our kitchen used to
have five wood-burning stoves, and cooking the rice was the hardest work because we
used three huge pots on three of the five stoves to cook about 30 pounds of rice in each
pot for each meal."

read more here....
Adam Smedberg
Community & Congregational Engagement Specialist
Church World Service
PO Box 749
West Springfield, MA 01090
Phone: 413-279-4039
Skype: asmedbergcws
Email: asmedberg@cwsglobal.org
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Original worship resources for local churches...because Sunday's coming.

DINNERS AND SOCIAL SERVICE
OPPORTUNITIES

Community Suppers

Bradford Congregational Church
The Community Suppers are the
4th THURSDAY of each month
Every Friday, 6 pm at the United Church of South Royalton
The Danville Congregational Church hosts a community dinner on the third Monday
of every month at 6:00 pm.
Pot Luck and Hymn Sing - third Tuesday of every month, 6:pm, at the Roxbury Union
Congregational Church.
Essex Eats Out Community Dinners Continue... 1st Friday of Every Month
www.essexeatsout.org
United Church of Underhill hosts community dinners on the second Thursday of
each month from 5:00-6:30 pm
The Waitsfield United Church of Christ Village Meeting House has free community
suppers on the last Friday of every month, at 5:30 PM.
4335 Main Street, Waitsfield VT 05673
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132112009798&format=html&print=true
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Open Positions - UCC National Offices
See posting here...

VERMONT OUTDOOR
MINISTRIES
2018 brought our third great week of UCC camp at Rock Point! Many thanks to all
our campers, volunteer staff and camp staff that lead our UCC week!
We are looking forward to filling our camp week with 24 campers in 2019 and
connecting with God, nature, friends - old and new, and reaching out in
service...along with all the fun things you can do at camp. We hope you will mark
your calendars and join us!
Read More Here.....
Click on the following links for information
2019 Camp Counseling Information
2019 Camp Nurse Information
2019 Camp Lifeguard information

SAVE THE DATES
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Save the Date for Annual Meeting!
The Vermont Conference Annual Meeting takes place on Friday & Saturday, April 26 27, 2019 at the Lake Morey Resort in Fairlee, VT.
Our keynoter is The Rev. Dr. Rob Voyle of the Appreciative Way and a leader in
appreciative inquiry.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Join UCC and Episcopal church leaders to share stories and discover ways to bring your
congregation's values, principles and practices into your outreach and evangelism efforts.
Enjoy good food, rest and renewal, in a beautiful setting. Ideally, two or more members of a
faith community will participate together.

Read more here......
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Save the Date
April 30th - May 2nd 2019
Pilgrim Pines, Swanzey, NH
Welcoming Keynote: Rev. Traci Smith
Author of Seamless Faith and Faithful Families
Check out Traci's website
www.traci-smith.com
Join Rev. Traci Smith as she guides those gathered - Christian educators, pastors,
parents, and children's ministry leaders through effective ways to encourage the
spiritual lives of families. Leave with a copy of Traci's book,Faithful Families,
practical tips and ideas for developing age appropriate faith practices, fostering rich
worship experiences for all ages, and nurturing sacred space even in busy times.
Open to everyone who is interested in learning child-centered ministry practices.
Focus scripture: 1 Corinthians 3
Registration information coming soon!
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We hope you enjoy E-Kit! We welcome submissions for the weekly E-Kit. Please submit your
submission by Tuesday of each week! We will be running all events and news in this weekly E-Kit.
robinsonc@vtcucc.org

Know someone who might enjoy this email? Share it with them.
Did someone share this email with you? Sign up to receive more of our
emails. Visit our Website
http://www.vtc.org
Vermont Conference, UCC | 802-728-4999

VTConference@vtcucc.org | http://www.vtcucc.org

Vermont Conference, UCC, 36 N Main St, Randolph, VT 05060
SafeUnsubscribe™ {recipient's email}
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Sent by robinsonc@vtcucc.org in collaboration with
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