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Welcome to E-Kit! Charri

Vermont Conference

March 6, 2019

Today marks the first day of Lent, a season that is always at the heart of our
church year. I know that many of our churches will have Ash Wednesday services
tonight to mark the beginning of this special time, and will put ashes on people's
foreheads as part of the service to remind us of the fragility of life. The purpose of
Lent is to prepare each of us for Easter through prayer, repentance of sins, giving to
others, and self-denial. Part of that self-denial is that many people give up something
for Lent as a sign of their desire to draw closer to God.
And the focus of this season is on Jesus, and seeking to
walk in Jesus' way. We of course focus on Jesus as Christians
during the whole year, but we especially do so during Lent. Our
gospel lectionary reading for this Sunday focuses on Jesus'
time in the wilderness at the beginning of His ministry, and it
has long been one of our favorite Scripture passages. It is so
powerful for me to see Jesus wrestling by Himself with what
His calling is, and the choices He makes shape the rest of His
ministry. May you and I wrestle too with what God has called us
to be and do this Lent, keeping our focus on Jesus as
individuals and churches,
Faithfully yours,
Paul
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132275374616&format=html&print=true
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CONVOCATION DATES SET! MAREN TIRABASSI COMING!
Save the dates! Our annual pastor's convocation will be Monday, Sept. 16thWednesday, Sept. 18th at the Bishop Booth Conference Center on beautiful Lake
Champlain. Noted author and worship consultant Maren Tirabassi will be leading us
in reflecting on new ways of doing worship, or "we've never done it that way before!"
Plan to join us!
NORTHEAST ECUMENICAL STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL CONFERENCE SATURDAY,
APRIL 6TH!
The Northeast Ecumenical Stewardship Council is having a one day conference on
Saturday, April 6th at the Faith Community Church in Hopkinton, MA. This event is
designed for lay people and clergy, and will feature TED-like talks, guided small group
discussion, and inspiring worship. Get ready for your church's next stewardship drive
with some fresh new ideas by coming!

Here...

BECOME A FRIEND OF THE VERMONT
CONFERENCE

VT CONFERENCE
NEWS
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132275374616&format=html&print=true
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Bujnakl@vtcucc.org - Conference Minister emails
Sangreep@vtcucc.org Associate Conference Minister emails
Coordinator@vtcucc.org Jesse Davis Office Management emails
Ministriescoordinator@vtcucc.org - Search & Call & Ministry Info. emails
Robinsonc@vtcucc.org Charri Robinson Finance/E-Kit emails

What in God's name is going on in Vermont?
The Vermont Conference Annual Meeting takes place on Friday &
Saturday, April 26 -27, 2019 at the Lake Morey Resort in Fairlee, VT.
Our keynoter is The Rev. Dr. Rob Voyle of the Appreciative Way and
a leader in appreciative inquiry.
Visit our website for information for Annual Meeting
VTCUCC.ORG

Registration is now open!
Click here for Registration Information...

Rev. Devon Thomas' installation as Pastor of the Jeffersonville, Bakersfield
and Waterville Union churches will take place at the Waterville Union church
on Sunday, April 7th at 3pm
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132275374616&format=html&print=true
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~~~~~~~~~~~

Increasing numbers of our churches are reporting that they are receiving notices
from agencies that they are violating copyright laws because of their use of
photographs and other materials in their newsletters and on their websites and social
media. Please be aware that you must have permission to reproduce or post any
photographs or written material, even if it appears to be generally available on the
internet. Many of these agencies employ automated searches that look for
organizations that are posting their copyrighted works without permission for the
sole purpose of enforcing the agencies' rights to fees and royalties under the
copyright laws. If you do not have permission, you may be sued or threatened with
suit by the copyright owner. There are no exceptions for churches or religious
organizations in this regard.
For more information on copyright and Local Churches, please view the following
webinar by Heather E. Kimmel, the General Counsel of the UCC.
Click here to view the Compliance Slide Show from the General Council of the
UCC...

Dear Friends & Colleagues,
At last year's Annual Meeting, we unanimously passed a resolution calling for
deeper engagement and bold action with regard to addressing climate
change.
The text of the resolution can be found at the following link:
http://vtcucc.org/mt-content/uploads/2018/12/2018-yearbook-vtconference_5c1bd018d38a8.pdf
The Conference Department of Missions, the sponsoring body of the
resolution, would like to hear from any of you who may have implemented
responses to this resolution; i.e. conversations in your churches, bible
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132275374616&format=html&print=true
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studies, workshops, preaching, local actions, changes in church practices,
etc.
Please send your responses and comments to the Chair, Bert Marshall,
at bermarsh@msn.com
Thank you! Looking forward to seeing everyone at this year's Annual Meeting.
Peace,
Bert
Rev. Bert Marshall
Interim Minister
Barre Congregational Church UCC

Preventing Anxiety and Depression in Youth: A Community
Discussion Monday, March 18th at 7 PM Richmond Congregational
Church UCC 20 Church Street, Richmond, VT
READ MORE HERE.....

CHURCH INTRODUCES NEW PARISH NURSE
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132275374616&format=html&print=true
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READ HERE......

William Sloane Coffin Weekend of Events
March 22-24, 2019
at the United Church of Strafford, Vermont Announcing a celebration of Bill's life,
work and words to keep his legacy alive and reflect on how we are doing at fulfilling
the prophetic role that he modeled and called the church to embody.

Saturday March 23 1:30-2:30 PM First Annual William Sloane Coffin Address given by
the Rev. Jim Antal, followed by refreshments
The Rev. Jim Antal serves as Special Advisor on Climate Justice to the General
Minister and President of the United Church of Christ. Antal is the former
Massachusetts Conference Minister, former Executive Director of the Fellowship of
Reconciliation (USA) and the author of CLIMATE CHURCH, CLIMATE WORLD. In
2017, Yale Divinity School honored him with the William Sloane Coffin Award for
Peace and Justice.
READ MORE HERE...

PEACE PULPIT
Do you know about the Zienzele Foundation? In 2000 when Earthwatch discontinued
its research project studying the nutritional status of women and children in
Zimbabwe, Prisca Nemapare, a native of Zimbabwe who led the project, and Nancy
Clark, a nurse from Vermont who volunteered with the project, decided to continue on
their own. Prisca and Nancy focused on the plight of children orphaned by the
HIV/AiDS epidemic. Many of these children were left in the care of widowed mothers
or grandparents financially and emotionally unable to care for them. Many of them
existed in child-headed households because caregivers had died or had become to
old and infirm to care for them.
Several years ago, our church in Roxbury invited Nancy Clark to visit us and to talk
about the work of the Foundation. Nancy and her husband, Jim, live and work in West
Topsham. As a result of Nancy's presentation, our church decided to provide funds to
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132275374616&format=html&print=true
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support a household where grandparents are raising their two grandsons who were
orphaned by HIV/AIDS. We continue this support each year. We love helping the
Foundation make it possible for women and children to gain the ability to support
themselves and their neighbors. From basket-making, garden, and sewing projects,
women and children are learning to become self-sustaining, creating businesses that
provide income and self-empowerment to those who are marginalized and at risk.
Visit the Foundation's website at zienzele.org to learn more about its work. You can
contact Nancy and Jim to visit your church and tell you the story of the Zienzele
Foundation and its work in Zimbabwe.
From Sue Church, pastor at the Roxbury Union Congregational Church, U.C.C.

ATTENTION
UCC Yearbook and Data Hub is now closed for churches.

Rev. Pete Hults, retired minister serving the West Rutland UCC?
He is looking to find 20 blue Pilgrim Hymnals for free if one of the churches in the
conference has them to give away.
His phone number at home is: 802-287-9359

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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BE THE CHURCH
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Is Race a Social Construct?
And Why Does It Matter?
Dr Debra Leonard, Department of Pathology, UVM Medical Center
Human genome research has challenged the notion that white people
evolved from a separate Arian ancestry with the proposition that all
humanity evolved from a common ancestry that originated in subSaharan Africa. Such research also suggests that racial distinctions are
less genetic than they are social constructs. What impact do these
findings have on the present reality of race relations in America?

Read more here.....
Aspiring Social Justice....

Vermont will once again be co-hosting the FREE DHS sponsored Active Shooter
Workshop in White River Junction on March 28th from 7:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. at the
Armed Forces Reserve Center.
This is an excellent course to help your organization learn and plan for an active
shooter incident. This Workshop will focus on providing information to help in all
mission areas. It will not focus on any one discipline, but rather will be able to be
applied to all types of organizations. There will be breakout group work, so if you are
able to bring a team to the Workshop, you will have the opportunity to work together
to think about your organization's preparedness.
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132275374616&format=html&print=true
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You must register for this free Workshop. Registration closes 03/26/2019 at 12:00 pm
(EDT), but we do expect that it will fill quickly.
Flyer here...
Read more here...

http://www.voicesonstewardship.com

UCC NEWS
'Rise Up Hagerstown' to offer a new start
A Maryland new church start is starting something new, in an effort to change lives of men and
women in its community.
Ohio Hymn Sing to help Puerto Rico disaster relief
An Ohio church is hosting an old fashioned Hymn Sing on Sunday to raise money for disaster
relief work in Puerto Rico.
Commentary: Resist
As I sat down to write this piece, the notification came in that the president declared a national
emergency in order to access close to $8 billion in funds to build a wall at our southern border.
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132275374616&format=html&print=true
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New UCC Lent devotional created by youth and young adults
In preparation for Lent, the UCC Faith INFO team has released a new resource, one that
traverses the season of reflection and repentance through the writings and experiences of
diverse group of youth and young adults from across the Church.
Love prevails in Northern California after UMC vote
In the Northern California communities of Sonoma and Santa Rosa on Sunday morning, UCC
clergy and their congregants went to worship with their local Methodist friends, attending their
services as part of an interfaith gathering of solidarity and support.
Commentary: Building Relationships Not Walls
Recently I had a political conversation with a friend in which we discussed the border wall.
Fort Lauderdale church nurtures growing 'Thursday congregation'
A ministry that started with a peanut butter sandwich more than 15 years ago has developed
into a major community endeavor at United Church of Christ Fort Lauderdale that brings
together outreach, worship, extravagant welcome and heartfelt hospitality.
'Rise Up Hagerstown' to offer a new start
A Maryland new church start is starting something new, in an effort to change lives of men and
women in its community.
Ohio Hymn Sing to help Puerto Rico disaster relief
An Ohio church is hosting an old fashioned Hymn Sing on Sunday to raise money for disaster
relief work in Puerto Rico.
Commentary: Resist
As I sat down to write this piece, the notification came in that the president declared a national
emergency in order to access close to $8 billion in funds to build a wall at our southern border.
New UCC Lent devotional created by youth and young adults
In preparation for Lent, the UCC Faith INFO team has released a new resource, one that
traverses the season of reflection and repentance through the writings and experiences of
diverse group of youth and young adults from across the Church.

WEEKLY SEEDS
Focus Scripture: Luke 4:1-13
Mary Oliver, Upstream, 21st century
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132275374616&format=html&print=true
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"'Prayer is the contemplation of the facts of life from the highest point of view,' [Emerson] says,
and suddenly that elite mystical practice seems clearer than ever before, and possible to each of
us."
N.T. Wright, 21st century
"Christian holiness consists not of trying as hard as we can to be good but of learning to live in
the new world created by Easter, the new world we publicly entered in our baptism. There are
many parts of the world we can't do anything about except pray. But there is one part of the
world, one part of physical reality, that we can do something about, and that is the creature
each of us call 'myself.'"
Dorothy Soelle, 20th century
"All true theology begins in pain."
Edward Abbey, 20th century
"Wilderness is not a luxury but a necessity of the human spirit."
T.S. Eliot, 20th century
"The last temptation is the greatest treason: to do the right deed for the wrong reason."
C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters, 20th century
"Whatever their bodies do affects their souls. It is funny how mortals always picture us as
putting things into their minds: in reality our best work is done by keeping things out..."
Thomas Merton, No Man Is an Island, 20th century
"The greatest temptations are not those that solicit our consent to obvious sin, but those that
offer us great evils masking as the greatest goods."
Fulton J. Sheen, 20th century
"Why is it that any time we speak of temptation we always speak of temptation as something
that inclines us to wrong. We have more temptations to become good than we do to become
bad."
Henry David Thoreau, 19th century
"Generally speaking, a howling wilderness does not howl: it is the imagination of the traveler
that does the howling."
Mother Teresa, 20th century
"I know God will not give me anything I can't handle. I just wish [God] didn't trust me so
much."
Terry Pratchett, Good Omens, 21st century
"People couldn't become truly holy, he said, unless they also had the opportunity to be
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132275374616&format=html&print=true
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definitely wicked."
Henri Nouwen, 20th century
"Success, popularity, and power can indeed present a great temptation, but their seductive
quality often comes from the way they are part of the much larger temptation to self-rejection.
When we have come to believe in the voices that call us worthless and unlovable, then success,
popularity, and power are easily perceived as attractive solutions....Self-rejection is the greatest
enemy of the spiritual life because it contradicts the sacred voice that calls us the 'Beloved.'
Being the Beloved constitutes the core truth of our existence."

United Church of Christ
GENERAL SYNOD 32
June 21st - 25th, 2019

Read more here!

Church World Service
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132275374616&format=html&print=true
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"This is the first time we have ever received support from an organization like CWS."
Like most of their neighbors, Leandro Oliviera and his family depend on agriculture to
make a living. Leandro and his wife, Angelita Vidigal, make about $5 each week by
selling cassava and vegetables.
Unfortunately, the income source they depend on isn't always reliable. The dry
season in the part of Timor-Leste where Leandro and Angelita live runs from May to
November each year. During these months, there is no water in their village. They
walk nearly two miles to a neighboring village to bring back the precious water that
has to meet all of the family's needs, like cooking, bathing and drinking. They use the
water first for meeting these basic ........

Read more here...
Adam Smedberg
Community & Congregational Engagement Specialist
Church World Service
PO Box 749
West Springfield, MA 01090
Phone: 413-279-4039
Skype: asmedbergcws
Email: asmedberg@cwsglobal.org

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132275374616&format=html&print=true
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Original worship resources for local churches...because Sunday's coming.

DINNERS AND SOCIAL SERVICE
OPPORTUNITIES

Community Suppers

Bradford Congregational Church
The Community Suppers are the
4th THURSDAY of each month
Every Friday, 6 pm at the United Church of South Royalton
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132275374616&format=html&print=true
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The Danville Congregational Church hosts a community dinner on the third Monday
of every month at 6:00 pm.
Pot Luck and Hymn Sing - third Tuesday of every month, 6:pm, at the Roxbury Union
Congregational Church.
Essex Eats Out Community Dinners Continue... 1st Friday of Every Month
www.essexeatsout.org
United Church of Underhill hosts community dinners on the second Thursday of
each month from 5:00-6:30 pm
The Waitsfield United Church of Christ Village Meeting House has free community
suppers on the last Friday of every month, at 5:30 PM.
4335 Main Street, Waitsfield VT 05673

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Free Community Dinners - No Reservations required at Bethany Church in
Randolph
Read About them here.......

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Our last supper of the winter season will be held on Thursday, March 28, 2019. The
menu will be a Meatloaf Dinner with roasted potatoes or a vegetarian Curried
Cauliflower Stew (lots of people, call this their favorite!)
Winter Community Suppers are for everyone-Moms & Dads that need a break, people
who want a night out in the middle of winter, families rushing from work to sports,
people stretching their budget - the suppers are meant to build community for
everyone. We hope you'll join us for warm fellowship and a hot meal. All are welcome
for FREE great meals! Please bring your family and friends! Take outs available. A
free-will offering will be accepted to help fund the dinners of the future. Questions
call Jane at 867-2260 or email at dorsetchurch@gmail.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
St. Patrick's Day Breakfast - Saturday March 16, 2019
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132275374616&format=html&print=true
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Celebrate St Patrick's Day by coming to a special Breakfast on Saturday, March 16,
from 8:30 to 10:30 AM at the Shoreham Congregational Church, 28 School Rd,
Shoreham, VT. Enjoy Corned Beef Hash or Sausages with your Pancakes or French
Toast, Egg Dishes, Home Fries, Irish Soda Bread, and Beverages. The cost is only $8
for Adults, $4 for children, and $20 for families. Please bring a non-perishable item
for the Food Shelf to help those in need.

Shoreham St. Patricks Day click here
~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sugar on Snow Party in West Brattleboro
Saturday March 9th
SEE FLYER HERE...
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Mardi Gras Event at the United Church of Northfield- Say Whaaaat!!!
Join us for a Mardi Gras feast to benefit the United Church of Northfield,
58 So. Main St., Northfield, Vermont, March 9, 2019, 5:30- 7:00 PM.
Mardi is the French word for Tuesday, and gras means "fat." In France, the
day before Ash Wednesday came to be known as Mardi Gras, or "Fat
Tuesday."
Traditionally, in the days leading up to Lent, merrymakers would binge on
all the rich, fatty foods-meat, eggs, milk, lard, cheese-that remained in their
homes, in anticipation of several weeks of eating only fish and different
types of fasting.
So loosen your belts! Join us for this home cooked menu:
Gumbo (Louisiana stew featuring the "Holy Trinity" of vegetables-celery,
bell pepper, onions)
Jambalaya-chicken, sausage and vegetarian
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132275374616&format=html&print=true
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Rice and Beans
Cornbread
King Cakes
Bread Pudding
Beverages (coffee, tea, water)
All for $12.00. Take-out available. For more details contact Karen at 4858335.
~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Bethany Church United Church of Christ
Randolph, Vermont http://www.bethanyuccvt.org
Coordinator for Youth and Family Ministries Bethany Church, a lively congregation of
the United Church of Christ, is seeking a half time (20 hours a week) Coordinator for
Youth and Family Ministries. The candidate we are seeking is a person of faith who is
committed to the church and to nurturing the spiritual needs of children, youth and
families. They will have strong organizational and communication skills. They will have
training and/or experience in providing educational ministries in a local church setting.
They will understand and honor confidentiality and appropriate boundaries. This staff
person will work closely with our pastor, Rev. Kim McKerley, and will have the strong
support of the Christian Education Committee and the members of our congregation.
Together we will work to continue our excellent youth ministry programs consisting of
three fellowship groups (Grades 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12) which provide fellowship, spiritual
formation and outreach programs for our youth. This staff person will work with us all to
strengthen our Sunday School ministry to children and youth (ages three through grade
12) and their families. They will also be asked to reach out to our Bethany Church and
Randolph Community families. We are a UCC congregation eager to move boldly
forward in Educational/Faith Formation ministries. We would love to hear from all
interested persons that we might talk together to see if the Spirit has a mutual path
forward for us. We ask that references be provided if requested. Compensation will be
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1132275374616&format=html&print=true
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commensurate with experience. Contact: Wendy Ross, Chair of the Christian Education
Committee Rosspol.w@gmail.com Bethany Church United Church of Christ 30 North

Main Street Randolph, Vermont 05060

Open Positions - UCC National Offices
See posting here...

VERMONT OUTDOOR
MINISTRIES
2018 brought our third great week of UCC camp at Rock Point! Many thanks to all
our campers, volunteer staff and camp staff that lead our UCC week!
We are looking forward to filling our camp week with 24 campers in 2019 and
connecting with God, nature, friends - old and new, and reaching out in
service...along with all the fun things you can do at camp. We hope you will mark
your calendars and join us!
Read More Here.....
Click on the following links for information
2019 Camp Counseling Information
2019 Camp Nurse Information
2019 Camp Lifeguard information
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SAVE THE DATES
Save the Date for Annual Meeting!
The Vermont Conference Annual Meeting takes place on Friday & Saturday, April 26 27, 2019 at the Lake Morey Resort in Fairlee, VT.
Our keynoter is The Rev. Dr. Rob Voyle of the Appreciative Way and a leader in
appreciative inquiry.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
CONVOCATION DATES SET! MAREN TIRABASSI COMING!
Save the dates! Our annual pastor's convocation will be Monday, Sept. 16thWednesday, Sept. 18th at the Bishop Booth Conference Center on beautiful Lake
Champlain. Noted author and worship consultant Maren Tirabassi will be leading us
in reflecting on new ways of doing worship, or "we've never done it that way before!"
Plan to join us!
NORTHEAST ECUMENICAL STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL CONFERENCE SATURDAY,
APRIL 6TH!
The Northeast Ecumenical Stewardship Council is having a one day conference on
Saturday, April 6th at the Faith Community Church in Hopkinton, MA. This event is
designed for lay people and clergy, and will feature TED-like talks, guided small group
discussion, and inspiring worship. Get ready for your church's next stewardship drive
with some fresh new ideas by coming!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Join UCC and Episcopal church leaders to share stories and discover ways to bring your
congregation's values, principles and practices into your outreach and evangelism efforts.
Enjoy good food, rest and renewal, in a beautiful setting. Ideally, two or more members of a
faith community will participate together.

Read more here......
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Save the Date
April 30th - May 2nd 2019
Pilgrim Pines, Swanzey, NH
Welcoming Keynote: Rev. Traci Smith
Author of Seamless Faith and Faithful Families
Check out Traci's website
www.traci-smith.com
Join Rev. Traci Smith as she guides those gathered - Christian educators, pastors,
parents, and children's ministry leaders through effective ways to encourage the
spiritual lives of families. Leave with a copy of Traci's book,Faithful Families,
practical tips and ideas for developing age appropriate faith practices, fostering rich
worship experiences for all ages, and nurturing sacred space even in busy times.
Open to everyone who is interested in learning child-centered ministry practices.
Focus scripture: 1 Corinthians 3
Registration information coming soon!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
FAITH AND NATURE CAMP Sponsored by Southwest Association of the VT UCC
Committee on Spirituality and Education
Read about this camp here...
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE FOR ALL Weekend Retreat for Youth in Grades 812 May 17-19, 2019
Read More here about Environmental Justice for all!
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We hope you enjoy E-Kit! We welcome submissions for the weekly E-Kit. Please submit your
submission by Tuesday of each week! We will be running all events and news in this weekly E-Kit.
robinsonc@vtcucc.org

Know someone who might enjoy this email? Share it with them.
Did someone share this email with you? Sign up to receive more of our
emails. Visit our Website
http://www.vtc.org
Vermont Conference, UCC | 802-728-4999

VTConference@vtcucc.org | http://www.vtcucc.org

Vermont Conference, UCC, 36 N Main St, Randolph, VT 05060
SafeUnsubscribe™ {recipient's email}
Forward this email | Update Profile | About our service provider
Sent by robinsonc@vtcucc.org in collaboration with

Try it free today
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